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Please put this date in your diary!

Why Volunteering Matters

| havejust been reading that 2005 isbeing named * Year of the Volunteer’, with an amazing 26 million Britonsparticipating
insomeform of voluntary work.

With so many deserving causesto choosefrom it would be easy to say * So why CPRE? Why isan organisation that
avowsitsam asprotecting the beauty, tranquillity, and diversity of rural England, soimportant?

Thismonth, thelong-awaited Public Enquiry into the Unitary Development Plan for Herefordshire begins. A small team led
by lan Jardin areready. We arethelargest single* objector’, with significant inputs prepared for virtually every aspect of
theplan.

When we speak it iswith an authority drawn from members who show an interest in awide range of the County’s
endeavours. We set out to take astrategic view, and are one of thefew organisationsthat cantruly say this. Our members
endeavour to link soil and landscape, planning and devel opment, roads and transport, the environment, energy, waste,
tourism, agriculture, retailing, housing and the economic wellbeing of the County. We are as concerned with theexpansion
and concentration of urban centresas

wearewith quiet rural lanes. A few people covering alot of ground. When the UDPiseventually adopted it will become
the statutory framework for the medium term future of Herefordshire,

Our inputs, if the Ingpector ispersuaded by our argumentsand adoptsthem, will not only benefit those of uswho live, work
and play here, itwill ensurethat therei sasugtainablefoundation for colleaguesinthemyriad of other like-minded organi sations
toachievetheirams.

That isonereason why volunteering for CPRE matters.

Eric Loe, Chairman, CPRE Herefordshire

Public Inquiry into the Herefordshire UDP

ThePublic Inquiry into Herefordshire Council’ sdraft new Unitary Development Plan began on 8 February. CPRE's
objectionswill beamong the thousands considered by the Inquiry Inspector. For thispurposethe Policy Group has put
together statements of evidence backed by ateam of volunteersto arguethe case at the Inquiry hearings. Several key
sessionshave aready been held, covering the overall strategy of the Plananditshousing policies. Our basicthemeswere
that the Plan showed alack of understanding of rural areasand that the target for new housing was unmanagesbly high.
Thelnquiry continuesuntil June. Sessionsdtill to come- and onwhichwearesubmitting evidence- includethe Bullinghope
site, employment land all ocations, transport, landscape protection and the polytunnel sissue. The Inquiry report will
probably be published towardsthe end of theyear.

lan Jardin, Policy Group, CPRE Herefordshire



Profile

Continuing our series on some
of the hard-working people
who help run CPRE
Herefordshire.

Hello, my nameisBarbara
Bromhead-Wragg and | work
part-timefor CPRE
Herefordshire, inthedual rolesof
adminsupport andinformation
manager. | provide support tothe
Policy & Executivecommittees.
Thisinvolvescirculating agendas
& minutesof meetings. | also pass
oncircularsandinformationfrom
Nationa Office& other regiona
offices, including any information
from other CPRE branchesand
other linked groupsand charities.

Another of my dutiesisto update
theextranet, whichisthe
members section of CPRE
Herefordshire swebsite. The
extranet holdsawealth of useful
information for membersand
volunteers, including minutesand
circulars, whichare updated
weekly.

Onapersona basisl anatrained
FineArt printmaker, painter and
photographer. My loveof the
English countrysideanditsancient
monumentsisat thecoreof my
work, although no onewasmore
surprised than me—asan avowed
traditionalist—wheninmy last
year of training | expandedinto
abstract work a so!

Atthepresenttimel am
deveopinglinkswithloca
galleriesinthehopeof showing
(and maybeeven sling) my
work. Itiseither that or move
house, asthereisso much of it
now! | amasoworking onideas
for anopen exhibitioninJune, in
Oswedtry.

Herefordshire Clutter Challenge!

Wehavejust launched our Clutter
Chdlenge—anon-linesurvey to
find out where peoplethink the
countrysideiscluttered with too
many road Signs, inappropriate
road markings, villagesspoiled by
theclutter of Ssgnsand road
markingsand obsoletesigns.
Thereare someamazing examples
of clutter fromaround England —
oneday thereisnothing, thenexta
wholenew signing schemeisin
placeor onesigngoesup and 5
yearslater thereare 20 or more.
Much of the clutter on our roads
resultsfrom policiesdesignedto
‘manage’ traffic, but oftenlittle
thought isgiventotheimpact these
schemeswill haveonthequdlity of
theenvironment. Frequently they
donot fitinwith the character of
our villages. Although opinions
vary, somebelievethat manage-
ment schemes can be counter-
productive, distracting drivers
rather than making theroad safer.
A pilot schemeinLondon has
taken anideafrom Europeto have
no road markingsor pavementsat
all, thisissupposed to makedrivers
moreaware of pedestriansand
other driversasthey havetofind
their

ownway aongtheroad, rather
than being directed by linesand
qgns

Our Clutter Challengeispart of
thenationa campaignto cleanup
the street furniture on our roads,
lanes, villagesand townsinthe
countrysideandto halt the
creeping urbanisation of rural
England. Enclosed withthisNews
Updateisaprinted copy of the
on-linesurvey —itwould help save
codtsif you canfill inthesurvey
formon our website at
www.cpr eher efor dshire.or g.uk/
clutter-campaign/index.html
but I know that many of you either
do not havetheinternet yet or
prefer ‘snaill mail’. Pleasefed free
to photocopy theform if you want
topassitontoafriend, andif you
have morethan exampleyou want
totell usabout, list them onthe
back of theform. Andif you have
aphoto, sendit too.
Please support this campaign —
doing sowill helpusinHerefordshire
to persuade the Council tosign up
totheNationa Clutter Chalenge.
Sella Woodman
Branch Devel opment Officer

Carmpangn bo Frotect
Fural Englard
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Wickton Action Group

Wickton Action Group isalocal action group formed by
residents to fight polytunnel development around the
village of Wickton, near Soke Prior, south of Leominster.
Jenny Ellerton, member of the group, outlines their
campaign.

Why isthe Council alowing the Herefordshire countryside
to be blighted by polytunnels, with their disastrous visual
impact, theenvironmental degradation and soil eroson, traffic
generation, tourism reduction and other problemswhichthey
cause?At present the Council isalowing vast 100-200 acre
concentrationsof polytunnel swithout the need for planning
permission, relying on aVoluntary Codewhich haslittle
weight. Individual residentshavefought for severa yearsto
persuade the Council and Councillorsto reconsider their
policy, but without success. Inthe case of theBrierley Court
development, the developer S& A Davies has appeal ed
againg theinjunctionwhich hasstopped the building, without
planning permission, of residentid amenitiesfor initially 2000
temporary farm-workersand 300 caravan units.

A PublicInquiry is
to be held to
consider these
matters.

AtWickton, the
latest areato be
affectedinnorth
Herefordshire, the
only legd option
availabletolocal resdentsisto seek aJudicia Review
of the Council’sfallureto requirelarge sca e polytunnel
development to apply for planning permission. Lega
adviceindicatesahigh probability of success, though
thiscannot be guaranteed. If the Court weretofindin
the Council’sfavour, thenthe overall costtothe
Wickton Action Group could be as much as £40,000.
If youwouldliketojointheAction Group, pledge
financid support or would likemoreinformation please
ring Jenny Ellerton 01568 797414 or Deborah Jones

01568 797354

Polytunnel s changing the face of the countryside. Photograph
courtesy of CPC.

Landscape Character Assessment: a CPRE view

Inthe 1990s CPRE Herefordshire supported the commencement of aL andscape Character Assessment (LCA) of
Hereford and Worcester, and have not seen reason to challengethe resulting identification of twenty two ‘ Landscape
Types identified here. However, LCAsgo onto decide how to usethischaracterisation and Herefordshire Council’s
eval uation system causes CPRE grave concern asthiseval uation of landscapesusesa mathematical formula, whichis
then applied inwhat wethink isaninvalid way.

Between five and eight el ements characterising each L andscape Typewere scored individually from oneto three onfour
different counts, despitethree of thesefour being attemptsto rate the formidable conceptsof ‘ likelihood of change’,
‘functionaity of element intoday’sworld’, and ‘ replaceability of element’ (hedgerow replaceability?- quickly now,
scoreit 1-3, and then do tree cover character...) .

Thesefour scoreswere multiplied together in two combinationsto givetwo further scores, themsalvesmultiplied
together toyieldanumber, called ‘ Resilience’, for each element of each landscapetype. (Gearing introduced by serial
multiplication meansadifference of oneinjust oneinitia score can changethat element’ sfinal score by 500%).
Undeterred by thisconsideration, each element’s’ Resilience’ scoreswerethen summed for each Landscape Type,
sorted by magnitude, divided into one of only two categoriesand mapped asLandscape Type- Least Resilientto
Change and Landscape Resilient to Change, and presented inthe UDP asthetool to replace Local Designationin
guiding development and other decisionsthroughout Herefordshire's countryside. Wewill be making representations
about thisL CA evauation system at the UDP Public Inquiry whichiscurrently taking place.

CPRE objects tothis shaky evaluation process, and aredismayed by many other things, including lack of involvement
of local peoplethroughout, and the Council’ songoing unawarenessthat draft PPS7 wasreplaced by thefinal version
lastAugust.

Penny Farquhar-Oliver



Down Your Way: Monitoring Planning Applications
David Ward, from the Ledbury group of CPRE Herefordshire, describes a new initiative to monitor planning

applications.

Building onthe successful schemerunby Cyril & Paddy Stone covering Ledbury and surrounding Parishes, Virginia
Morgan [Walford] and Andrew Meek [Foy] are setting up asimilar monitor-and-respond service covering the south

eastern areaof the County.

Checking our local planning applicationsasthey are published, they writeinto expressany CPRE concernsabout any
particular local bids, objecting on behalf of the Branch to those one or two which appear to contravene national, regional
and County guidelinesand aregiving risetolocal concern. Keeping intouchwiththeloca Parish Council and seeking the
viewsof any CPRE member who livesnear the site, Virginia[ 01989 562426] and Andrew [01989 561030] will check
out thelocation visudly if necessary and, aswell asputting in aletter, will talk regularly to the AreaPlanning/Devel opment
Officerswhose, sometimesdifficult job, it isto recommend rej ection or acceptable[with constraintsif necessary] of the

application concerned.

Soif youlivein asouth-east parish and areworried by alocal application you now havealocal CPRE contact —aswell
asyour Parish Council —tolisten to your concernsand help you makeyour case, aswell asresponding on behaf of the
Branch. You couldasoring Virginiaor Andrew about any wider concernsyou may haveinyour locality relating to
planning or development. Wewill bewriting soon to south-east memberslisting all the Parishesinthat district/area, so

youwill know whichterritory iscovered by the Rossteam.

If youdon't liveinthat part of the County —hang on! We are building these areateamsoneat atimeand we |l get toyou
inawhile: meantimering/email the Branch with any immediate problem. Kingtonand northwestisnext. Membersthere
can expect detailsin afew weekstime. Stand by for alocal servicefor local members!

Night Blight Conference

Our first campaign symposium wasagreat success. At least half the
del egateswere non-CPRE membersand severa Parish Councilswere
represented. It wasaso good to havetwo County Councillors present,
and the L eader of the Council, Roger Phillips, squeezed usinfor afew
hoursmid-afternoon. Thewiderange of speakersgavesomeexcellent
presentations, and | eft everyonefeeling their eyes had been opened to
theinsand outsof light pollution. It wasparticularly interesting to hear
from Devon CC, who havean‘ enlightened’ policy onNight Blight and
have somefascinating pil ot projectson going, but it wasa sointeresting
to learn that despite the Council policies, Devon still have problems
withtheir planning department!

So what next? One of thethingseverybody can do isto |obby Parish/
Town Councilsabout current light pollution and also to take aninterest
inand comment onloca devel opment plansor proposals, and planning
applications—particularly for housing estates, indudtrid or semi-indudtrial
sitesinrural areas, to make every effort to ensure that they do not
incresselight pollution.

Carmgann bo Project
Fural England
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David Ward,
CPRE Ledbury and District Group

Don't forget our website
www.cpreherefordshire.or g.uk

Stella Woodman ceases to be our Branch
Development Officer on 28 February 2005.

Please contact the branch either by email:
cpre@herefordshire.kc3.co.uk
or contact
Secretary: Peter Louis
Tel. 01432 350178

Chairman: Eric Loe
Tel. 01981 500456
eric@theoldhouse24.freeserve.co.uk

Chair of Policy Group: Bob Widdowson,
Tel. 01544 230050
rw@gumpol.demon.co.uk

Please send any comments or letters to:
CPRE Herefordshire Newsletter,
Laundry Cottage,
Wormelow,

Hereford HR2 8EG.



